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Green IT Program
Objectives Include:

• improving energy 
efficiency and power 
management practices

• increasing hardware 
utilization

• reducing life-cycle costs 
and

• looking for ways to cut 
down on computer waste 
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These programs fall generally into two 
categories:

Energy efficiency programs: focuses on maximizing 
energy use and computing efficiency in the IT 
infrastructure and data center levels to reduce energy 
consumption, electric utility costs and associated global 
greenhouse gas impacts.

Programs, Practices and Processes 

Programs, Practices and Processes Con’t

Green procurement and asset management: 

focuses on purchasing computing 

equipment that is more energy efficient 

and environmentally friendly and includes 

programs to extend equipment useful 

life, recycle and engage with suppliers 

that demonstrate a commitment to 

reducing hazardous materials in 

their manufacturing, packaging 

and factory waste management 

programs. 
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Green Procurement and Supply 
Chain Programs 

� Recent regulations such as the European Union’s 
“Reduction of Hazardous Substances” directive (RoHS) 
and the “Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment” 
directive (WEEE) have aggressively set what is 
becoming a de facto global standard for computing 
manufacturers. 

� The new regulations also are requiring manufacturers to 
create take-back programs where they must accept 
responsibility for recycling their products at end-of-life. 

FAST FACTS

An estimated 90% of workstations have their 
energy conservation features disabled 

� A business with a network of:
� 20,000 desktop systems 
� Operating @ 24 x 7 drawing 200 watts
� Consumes 35 million kWh of electricity annually
� Cost of electricity @ $.0855/kWh, 
� Would cost approximately $3 million in utility charges 

annually
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FAST FACTS  Con’t

Implementing power 
management policies and 
standards would represent 
an annual savings of:

� Based on 20,000 desktop 
systems

� $900,000 annual savings on 
the lower-end 60 watt 
devices and;

� Up to $2.4 million annual 
savings on a base of higher-
end devices  

EPEAT 

In the United States, a product registry called the Electronic
Product Environmental Assessment Tool (EPEAT) is:

� a major force in Green IT procurement. 
� product compliance developed through an industry group led by the Institute 

of Electrical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE). 
� Products that meet the appropriate combinations of mandatory and optional 

criteria are registered in either the basic, bronze, silver or gold rating 
categories. 

� In addition to the product registry, EPEAT also provides an assessment tool 
to help purchasers compare and select equipment best matching their 
procurement needs. 

� The tool can be used to compare power costs between devices. It can also 
be used to help develop the business case for replacing older devices
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Technology as the enabler 

Technologies such as teleconferencing and web-based 
meeting capability are also heavily in play, as are other
options including: 

� Implementing solutions that capitalize on mobile, IP, web and video-
based technologies. 

� Web-enabled voice and video conferencing using meeting-ware 
products to provide presentation sharing and discussion capability.

� Remote access software to enable file sharing, web access and 
email 

� Mobile computing, phones, Internet access, text messaging, instant 
messaging and email 

� Collaboration software products such as Microsoft SharePoint and 
Exchange/Outlook 


